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President’s
Message
Welcome to those of you who have chosen to celebrate the
opening of our 25th season with us this evening. 25 years is
a remarkable run for any small organization and a milestone
that I hope the chorus is proud of, especially considering the
trials and tribulations of the last few years.
Despite the lockdowns during Covid Ben and Mun were able
to devise a regular rehearsal schedule that enabled us to connect with each other during dark times. Even as all forms of
classical music have been grappling with the many fits and
starts that have occurred in putting the virus behind us, we
were able to have two successful concerts last season and
meet our mission of bringing beautiful choral music to local
audiences and employing some of the many talented soloists and instrumentalists who found their careers so very challenged.
The concept of our all-Vivaldi concert tonight was chosen by
the chorus in a survey last summer. It reflects the optimism
with which we approach our 25th season. It is no secret, however, that the whole experience has put a financial stress on
small organizations like ours with smaller audiences and few
opportunities to fund-raise. Your support is needed more
than ever. If you’re so inclined, please consider donating
through our website. Any amount would be greatly appreciated.

Joe
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About

Westchester Oratorio Society

WOS was founded in 1997 when a few individuals in South
Salem joined with their neighbor, the noted choral conductor
Harold Rosenbaum, to form a choral group that would create
a high quality musical experience for audiences and singers in
Northern Westchester and surrounding areas. Since its inception, WOS has made a significant contribution to the musical
fabric of the county, performing early music, choral masterworks of the 18th to 20th centuries, and contemporary works,
accompanied by professional soloists and orchestras.
In 2007 Benjamin Niemczyk was appointed conductor and
artistic director, only the second in WOS’s history. That year
he conducted the Oratorio Society in a Westchester premiere
of James Bassi’s Wexford Carol. Performances have included
Handel’s Dixit Dominus (with REBEL Baroque Orchestra) and
Anthony Newman’s Requiem, as well as works by Beethoven,
Berlioz, Bruckner, Tavener, and Mendelssohn. In November
2010, WOS gave a widely-praised presentation of Handel’s
Messiah (again with REBEL) to a sold-out crowd. The 2011–12
season began with a moving performance of Mozart’s Requiem with chamber orchestra, and continued in March with

WOS’s first chamber music concert, which included a world
premiere by local composer John Velonis. A stiring performance of Mendelssohn’s Elijah at Temple Beth El of Northern
Westchester concluded the season. WOS began its 16th season with powerful performances of Schoenberg’s A Survivor
from Warsaw and Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem at Temple Shaaray Tefila in Bedford. Highlighting the season was
a festive gala featuring renowned violinist Ani Kavafian, and
the Robert C. McDonald Memorial Concert which featured
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy performed with the incomparable Hélène Grimaud.

Recent highlights include a May 2014 performance with REBEL featuring Vivaldi’s Gloria and a November 2014 performance of Bach’s Christmas Oratorio with James Kennerley at
the Presbyterian Church of Mount Kisco and Mozart’s Requiem with the WOS Festival Orchestra at the South Salem
Presbyterian Church (May, 2015). 2017 was highlighted with a
performance of Bach’s St. John Passion in South Salem with
WOS Baroque Ensemble. The following season was highlighted by a performance of the Messiah (December 2017). The
group’s concert on May, 2018 at Bedford Presbyterian Church
featured renowned composer and organist Anthony Newman

performing Bach’s Cantata No.29 and his own, original choral
works and Mr. Niemczyk conducting the Mozart Requiem.
WOS began the 2018-2019 season on November 17 with a
concert entitled, “An Evening with Bach” at the South Salem Presbyterian Church, accompanied by WOS’s Baroque
Ensemble and soloists Miriam Frances Stoner, soprano, Mark
Hanke, tenor, and Joseph Rodriquez, bass. December highlights included a “Scratch” Messiah (sing-along) at St. Luke’s
Church in Somers and a holiday appearance by WOS’s chamber chorus at Muscoot Farm. The spring featured a performance of Hayden’s “Creation” in German (“Die Schöpfung”)
at the Chappaqua Performing Arts Center on May 5, 2019,
with soloists Catherine Steinbrink, Soprano, Jeffrey Strand,
Tenor and David Salsbery Fry, Bass, accompanied by the
WOS Festival Orchestra made possible with a grant from the
Westchester Community Foundation.
Having been voted “Best Amateur Chorus in Westchester”
by Westchester Magazine, WOS has also distinguished itself
in guest appearances at Carnegie Hall with the Brooklyn Philharmonic (Verdi’s Requiem), the Brooklyn Academy of Music
(Messiaen’s opera, St. Francis of Assisi premiere), and the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.
“On November 23, 2019 the group presented “Meeting of
the Masters” highlighting works by JS Bach and WA Mozart.
The 2021 – 2022 season saw a welcomed return to live performances with the “Brothers Haydn” on November 20, 2021
and Baroque and Beyond on April 30, 2022, all three at Presbyterian Church of Moumt Kisco.
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W

estchester Oratorio Society

SOPRANO

ALTO

Martha Brodzski
Marvel Griepp
Julia Korell
Toni LaPietra
Patsy McCarthy-Brennan
Patricia Miller
Donna Ray
Virginia Steinberg

Maev Brennan
Sally Brunner
Vicki Lucas
Nancy Marrone
Gracel Merlo
Marianne Pei
Raiza Rondon
Linda Travis
Caroline Walker

TENOR

BASS

Timothy Brunner
Laurie Friedman
Terry Harder
Jennifer Reed
Marcella Reed

Ralph Gorter
Robert Kessler
James Ryan
Joseph Spallina
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W

OS Baroque Ensemble

Keve Wilson
Gillian Bobnak
Carmen Johnson-Pájaro*
Elaine He
Amelia Sie
Adam Young
Motomi Igarashi
Mun-Tzung Wong

Oboe 1
Oboe 2
Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabasso
Organ

* Concertmaster
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Benjamin
Niemczyk
CONDUCTOR

Benjamin Niemczyk is a conductor, singer, and arranger of uncommon range. Equally skilled
as a choral and orchestral conductor, he leads Westchester Oratorio Society, New York Session
Symphony, and is Director of Music at the Oratory Church of
St. Boniface in Brooklyn.
He has performed with Anthony Newman, Hélène Grimaud, Ennio Morricone at Radio City Music Hall and the
United Nations General Assembly, Stanley Drucker, Barbara Cook, Joshua Bell, Stephen Schwartz, John Nelson, Marin Alsop, Harold Rosenbaum, Amy Kaiser, the
Orchestra of St Lukes, the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra,
the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, the Strathmere Ensemble,
Music of the Baroque, REBEL Baroque Orchestra, Sonnambula,
Brooklyn Philharmonic, Chicago Choral Artists, Bella Voce,
Holy Name Cathedral Chamber Singers and the Schola
Cantorum of St Peter the Apostle. He has appeared on screen
in My Best Friend’s Wedding, 48 Hours Mystery, and Mozart
in the Jungle.
Also a professional photographer and videographer, he has
filmed many artists including keyboard virtuoso Anthony
Newman.
He attended Wheaton College Conservatory of Music and
DePaul University School of Music.
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Audrey

Fernandez-Fraser
SOPRANO

Audrey Fernandez-Fraser is a
singer and composer of sacred
music of diverse styles. As an
early music specialist she has
sung with such ensembles as
St. Peter’s Bach Collegium,
Gamut Bach Ensemble, Canto Armonico, and the Westchester Oratorio Society. She has studied Arabic singing and
recitation, and has sung for many Byzantine and Antiochian
Orthodox services at St. Michael’s parish in Geneva, NY. She
currently sings on Sundays with organist and choirmaster
Gwendolyn Toth at the Church of St. Ignatius of Antioch in
Manhattan.
Inspired by experiences at Yale and at St. Therese Junior
Secondary School in Tses, Namibia, Audrey recently performed and programmed a concert interweaving
African-American spirituals, African-English classical motets,
and original South African and Namibian songs with the vocal
ensemble Camerata Obscura, at the Jamestown Arts Center.
Audrey has performed and recorded various of her own
solo and choral settings of spiritual texts, and earlier this year
was thrilled to have her choral setting of the Gregorian chant
“Qui Confidunt in Domino” performed by the choir at Church
of the Epiphany, on New York’s Upper East Side.
A graduate of the Yale Divinity School and Institute of Sacred Music, Audrey also studied music at the American Bach
Soloists Summer Academy, the European American Musical
Alliance in Paris, and Harvard College.
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Sofia

Campoamor
SOPRANO

Born in Washington, DC,
Sofía Campoamor first started
writing songs to make school
projects more fun. This lighthearted approach to academics led her to study music at
Yale University, where she sang with the Battell Chapel Choir
and performed a cappella music around the world as the
first woman member of the Whiffenpoofs. Campoamor now
writes, records, and performs original folk-pop in Brooklyn,
and sings as a cantor and Soprano II with the Oratory Choir
of St. Boniface.
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Christine

Browne-Munz
MEZZO-SOPRANO

Christine Browne-Munz, mezzo-soprano, is thrilled to be singing with the Westchester Oratorio Society again! Originally from
Vancouver, Canada, she spent
the last decade in the DC metro area. As a concert soloist,
she has performed the alto solos in Handel’s Dixit Dominus,
Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass, Haydn’s Requiem, Bach’s Mass in
G Minor, Duruflé’s Requiem, Prokofiev’s Alexander Nevsky,
and Handel’s Messiah. Operatic roles performed include the
Witch (Hansel and Gretel), Ježibaba (Rusalka), Marta (Iolanta),
Teresa (La sonnambula), Third Lady (The Magic Flute), and
Charlotte (A Little Night Music). In addition to standard classical repertoire, Christine has had the opportunity to premier
several new works, including the role of Elizabeth Flagg (Alice
Flagg). Upcoming projects this season include the alto solos
in Mozart’s Requiem with the Brooklyn Conservatory Chorale.
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Julian
Baldwin
TENOR

Julian Baldwin is a lyric tenor
from Weehawken, NJ. He graduated with a Bachelor of Music in
Voice Performance from Shenandoah Conservatory, where he
cultivated his talents for singing as well as directing, writing,
and advocacy. While there, he sang in numerous concerts as
a soloist in works such as the Bach Magnificat in D, Purcell’s
Rejoice in the Lord Always, Britten’s Choral Dances from Gloriana, and Jeff Flake’s The Barrier.
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Bryan
Murray
Baratone

Bryan Murray is a classically
trained baritone with a Master’s
degree from the Yale School
of Music. His recent engagements include the Priest/Fisherman in Saariaho’s Only The Sound Remains in Strasbourg,
Venice, and Tokyo, and Ben Upthegrove in Menotti’s The
Telephone with Pittsburgh Festival Opera. In 2018/19
Bryan had a one-year contract with Deutsche Oper Berlin performing comprimario roles in 12 productions for the season
including: Fiorello in “Il barbiere di Siviglia,” Moralès in
“Carmen,” and Marullo in “Rigoletto.” In December, Bryan
will sing a Messiah with St. Thomas Church, and will perform
Jupiter in “Orpheus in the Underworld” with Opera Ithaca in
May 2023.
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Special Thanks
Concert Facilities:

Presbyterian Church of
Mount Kisco

Concert Facility Coordinator:

Ben Niemczyk

Concert Tickets:

Irene Muller

Concert Box Office:

Liza Travalino

Program Design:

Beth Bodemann

Program Notes

Caroline Walker

Publicity & Social Media:

Dean Travalino

Membership:

Irene Muller

Rehearsal Facility:

Katonah Library

Rehearsal Pianist:

Mun-Tzung Wong

Website management:

Irene Alcoforado

Concert Master

Joe Spalina

This concert was made possible
through the generous contributions
of people like you!
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Thank you to our Donors
Supporter - $25 - $99
Richard Luse
Virginia Fetscher

Donor - $100 - $249
Joanne Marcus
Norma Hart

Patron - $250 - $749
Underwriter - $750 - $999
Benefactor - $1000 - $1,249
Elizabeth Bodemann
Marvel Griepp

Chair Sponsors:
Donna Ray
Caroline Walker
Joseph Spalina
James Ryan
Marcella Reed
Jennifer Reed
Marianne Pei
Pat Miller
Vicki Lucas
Tim Brunner
Sally Brunner

Member Donation Levels:

Underwriter: Marvel Griepp, Carolyn
Walker, Timothy & Sally Brunner,
Benefactor: Vicki Lucas,
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Westchester Oratorio Society
Benjamin Niemczyk, Artistic Director

presents

Dixit Dominus RV 595
Magnificat RV 610
intermission

Gloria RV 589
Featuring Audrey Fernandez-Fraser, Soprano
Sophia Campoamor, Soprano
Christine Browne-Munz, Alto
Julian Baldwin, Tenor
Bryan Murray, Bass
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Program Notes
By Carolyn Walker

Dixit Dominus, RV 595, Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)
Vivaldi composed Dixit Dominus, one of his most significant sacred works,
in the middle of his career, although its exact date is uncertain. As the
leading Italian Baroque composer of his time, he frequently received invitations from churches and institutions such as the famous music school
Accademia Filharmonica di Bologna to write works to celebrate patron
saints’ days, and this piece was probably the result of such a commission.
The title “Dixit Dominus” refers to the opening line of Psalm 110 which
begins with the words “Thus sayeth the Lord” and proceeds to promise
the triumph of good over evil. It is regularly included in Vespers services,
usually as the opening Psalm. Written in the bright key of D major, it conveys a celebratory mood and is a popular choice for concerts at festive
times of year.

Magnificat, RV 610, Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)
Vivaldi spent much of his career serving simultaneously as a priest and as
the director of music at an orphanage for girls, the Ospedale della Pietà,
in Venice. Because of his red hair, he was nicknamed “Il Prete Rosso”,
meaning “the red priest”. He composed this setting of the Magnificat in
the key of G Minor in the year 1715 and made subsequent revisions to it
in 1730. The Magnificat is a canticle based on the song of joy that Mary
sings upon learning that she is carrying the Holy Child. As recounted in
the Gospel of Luke, upon hearing the good news, Mary exclaims to her
cousin Elizabeth “My soul doth magnify the Lord”. Like the Dixit Dominus, the Magnificat was intended for use in Vesper services. The joyful
exuberance of the music conveys the unrelenting faith and hope promised by the Advent season.
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Program Notes
continued

Gloria, RV 589, Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)
Vivaldi’s Gloria in D Major was probably composed in Venice sometime
between 1713 and 1717. Arguably Vivaldi’s most significant work, the
score disappeared entirely after Vivaldi’s death and remained undiscovered for nearly two centuries until, in the late 1920’s, it was found buried
among a pile of forgotten manuscripts. Even then, it was not performed
until 1939 in in an edited rendition held in Sienna, and it was not until
1957 that the now familiar original version of the score was published and
its first full performance given in Brooklyn, NY. After such an inauspicious start, it is miraculous that it is now considered to be one of the most
famous and popular pieces of Baroque music ever. In Roman Catholic
tradition, the Gloria is a hymn of praise used as the second part of the
Latin Mass. Its central message, as recounted in the Gospel of Luke, is
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will.”
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Lyrics-Translation
Dixit Dominus
Chorus:

Chorus:

Dixit Dominus Domino meo:
Sede a dextris meis,

The Lord said unto my Lord:
Sit thou on my right hand,

Chorus:

Chorus:

Donec ponam inimicos tuos
scabellum pedum tuorum.

Until I make thine enemies
thy foot-stool.

Solo Soprano 1:

Solo – Soprano 1:

Virgam virtutis tuae emittet
Dominus ex Sion:
dominare in medio
inimicorum tuorum.

The Lord shall send the rod of
thy power out of Sion:
be thou ruler, even in the
midst among thine enemies.

Duet Soprano 1 & 2:

Duet Soprano 1 & 2:

Tecum principium in die virtutis
tuae splendoribus sanctorum.
Ex utero ante luciferum genui te.

In the day of thy power shall the
people offer thee free-will offerings with an holy worship.
From the womb before the
morning star have I begotten
thee.

Chorus:

Chorus:

Juravit Dominus
et non paenitebit eum:
Tu es sacerdos in aeternum
secundum ordinem Melchisedech.

The Lord swore,
and will not repent:
Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedech.

Solo Soprano 1:

Solo – Soprano 1:

Dominus a dextris tuis,
confregit in die irae suae reges.

20 •

The Lord upon thy right hand,
shall wound even kings in the
day of his wrath.
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Translation
continued

Solo Alto & Chorus:

Solo - Alto and Chorus:

Judicabit in nationibus,
Implebit ruinas,
conquassabit capita
in terra multorum.

He shall judge the nations,
fill the places with destruction,
and shatter the skulls
in the land of the many.

Solo Alto:

Solo Alto:

De torrente in via bibet,
propterea exaltabit caput.

He shall drink of the brook in the way,
therefore shall he lift up his head.

Trio – Alto, Tenor, Bass:

Trio – Alto, Tenor, Bass:

Gloria Patri,
et Filio,
et Spiritui Sancto,

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.

Chorus:

Chorus:

Sicut erat in principio, et nunc,
et semper, et in saecula
saeculorum. Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now;
and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

Magnificat RV610
Magnificat anima mea dominum
Et exultavit spiritus meus
in Deo salutari meo.
Quia respexit humilitatem
ancillae suae ecce enim ex hoc
beatam me dicent omnes
generationes.
Quia fecit mihi magna
qui potens est:
et sanctum nomen ejus.
Et misericordia ejus a progenie
in progenies timentibus eum.
Fecit potentiam in bracchio suo
dispersit superbos

My soul magnifies the Lord.
And my spirit has rejoiced
in God my saviour,
For he has regarded the low estate
of his handmaiden:
for behold, henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed.
For he who is mighty
has done great things to me;
and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them
who fear him from generation to
generation.
He has shown strength with his arm
He has scattered the proud,
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Translation
continued

even the arrogant of heart.
He has deposed the mighty from
their seats,and exalted the humble.
The hungry he has filled with good
things,
et divites dimisit inanes.
and the rich he has sent empty away.
Suscepit Israel puerum suum,
He has helped his servant Israel,
recordatus misericordiae suae.
in remembrance of his mercy.
Sicut locutus est ad patres nostros, As it was spoken to our fathers,
Abraham et semini ejus in saecula. to Abraham and his seed for ever.
Gloria Patri,
Glory be to the Father,
et Filio,
and to the Son,
et Spiritui Sancto.
and to the Holy Spirit
Sicut erat in principio,
As it was in the beginning,
et nunc, et semper,
is now, and ever shall be,
et in saecula saeculorum, Amen.
world without end, Amen.
mente cordis sui.
Deposuit potentes de sede
et exaltavit humiles.
Esurientes implevit bonis:

RV 589 Gloria in D major.
Chorus

Chorus

Gloria in excelsis Deo

Glory to God in the highest

Chorus

Chorus

Aria - Soprano 2

Aria - Soprano 2

Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
adoramus te, glorificamus te.

We praise you, we bless you,
We adore you, we glorify you.

Chorus

Chorus

Gratias agimus tibi

We thank you

Chorus

Chorus

propter magnam gloriam tuam.

for your immense glory.

Aria - Soprano

Aria - Soprano

et in terra pax hominibus

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens,
22 •

And on earth peace to men.

Lord God, king of heaven,
God the Father almighty,
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Translation
continued
Chorus

Chorus

Aria - Alto and Chorus

Aria - Alto and Chorus

Chorus

Chorus

Qui tollis peccata
mundi,
miserere nobis,
suscipe deprecationem nostram.

You who take away the sins
of the world,
Have mercy on us,
Accept our prayers.

Aria - Alto

Aria - Alto

Qui sedes ad
dexteram patris,
miserere nobis.

You who sit
on the right hand of the Father,
Have mercy on us,

Chorus

Chorus

Chorus

Chorus

Domine Fili unigenite
Jesu Christe,
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris.
qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
Tu solus Dominus,
Tu solus altissimus Jesu Christe.
Cum Sancto Spiritu in
gloria Dei Patris, Amen.

God the only begotten
Son Jesus Christ,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
You who take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Because you only the saint,
You only the Lord,
You only the most high Jesus Christ
With the Holy Spirit in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Singers - Join us for our
25th Anniversary Spring Concert
featuring Mendelssohn, Haydn and Beethoven, which is being made possible with a grant from the Westchester Community Foundation, a division of The New York Community
Trust. Voices in all parts are still welcome to join with Tuesday
rehearsals in Katonah beginning in February, 2023.
For more information, email WOSinformation@gmail.com

WANTED:
SINGERS

The Westchester Oratorio Society

is working to rebuild our culturally important and recreational organization post-covid. If you love to sing, and
would like to come together with a diverse community
of people to bring rich choral music to Westchester
County, then come and join us. We have two concerts a
year with professional musicians and soloists. Rehearsals Tuesdays at 7pm in Katonah. For more information
email WosInformation@gmail.com.

Thank you for attending our concert.
We hope you enjoyed yourself!
Sing with us! We would like you to consider making
Tuesday nights a time to connect with others and
be a part of something fun in your life - rehearsing
a classic piece of music, planning and enjoying fund
raisers, getting together for a bite before or a drink
after rehearsal...

Join WOS and have some fun!
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Consider helping WOS!
The Westchester Oratorio Society is a Section 501(c)(3)
charitable organization. The website’s “Donate” button includes detailed instructions for:
•credit card via Paypal • check or credit card with
mail-in donation form •corporate matching gifts •
gift of securities • planned giving
Your support is essential to our mission of providing
a meaningful educational experience for our avocational singers, creating performance opportunities for young, talented professional musicians and
bringing quality performances of choral masterworks
to local audiences.

Get your WOS Merch!

A fun way to support WOS is by purchasing a colorful 20th Anniversary WOS mug, our “Messiah” mug,
Logo glasses or Hoodies. What a wonderful gift for
the Choruster in your life! Just go to our webstore
where you will also find sweatshirts and tees and
other items with the WOS Logo.
30% to 40%
of the sales go directly to WOS.

www.westchesteroratorio.org

Our store is at:
www.cafepress.com/
westchesteroratoriosociety

Also - don’t forget to follow us on
Instagram

Facebook

Twitter

